Prevailing Prayer And Providential Provision 
(Nehemiah 2:1-8) 

I. The Heaviness Of The Cup-barer (Vs. 1) 

A. His Endurance Under The Lord (Vs. a-b) 

B. The Endangering Of His Life (Vs. lc-d) 

II. The Heart OF The King (Vs. 2) 

A. A Tender Heart (Vs. 2b-c) 

B. A Turned Heart (Vs. 2d) 

III. The Honesty Of The Cup-barer's Cry (Vs. 3-4) 

A. The Tact Of His Language (Vs. 3b) 

B. The Truth Of His Love (Vs. 3c-g) 

C. The Trust Of His Lord (Vs. 4c) 

IV. The Help Of The King's Consent 

A. The Openness Of The King (Vs. 4a-b) 

B. The Obliging Of The King (Vs. 5-8) 
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1) He said: The wonders of God's power are to be kept alive, 
made real and present, and repeated only by prayer. God 
is not now so evident in the world, so almighty in 
manifestation as of old, not because miracles have passed 
away, nor because God has ceased to work, but because 
prayer has been shorn of its simplicity, its majesty, and its 
power. Victory is to come at the end of praying. 

2) ...if we will get a burden for the ruined walls of our lives, 
homes, church, or nation, persistently call fervently upon 
God to act in these situations, God will providentially and 
miraculously act on our behalf. I want you to see some 
principals in this account. Notice first of all... 

3) ...last night youth meeting. Tears shed, alters filled. I 
wonder if those same burdened soul's will tomorrow find 
that same heaviness in heart. That was the case with 
Nehemiah. Notice... 

4) Psalms 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and 
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD. 

5) Esther 4:16 ...if I perish, I perish. I am convinced that the 
Christian burdened in prayer will be emboldened in 
pursuits. 

6) To give Nehemiah what he wanted would be to overturn 
his own edict. But also remember Proverbs 21:1 The 
king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of 
water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. 

7) Like King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:30 ...Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 
kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of 
my majesty r 




1) ...how hopeless and desperate the solution to your prayer 
may be, God can turn the heart of the king. God can 
make away. No matter how powerful the temptation, no 
matter how distant and cold that loved one is God can 
turn their heart. I remember Bro. Tom Hayes recalling 
how God got a hold of his brother. Head first in a life of 
sin. Wanted to party one night, had no baby sitter. Took 
the baby to the party. During party, someone told his 
your baby's crying. He went to the baby, right then and 
there God smote that heart! God tenderized and turned 
that heart in answer to that family's prayer! 

2) ...the elements of Nehemiah's cry... 

3) ...application is how do we avail ourselves to the 
opportunities that God gives is in response to prayer. I 
remember one Sunday night my pastor preached a 
message called "Great and mighty things" Jer. 33:3 He 
challenged us to pick out some great and mighty thing 
and call out to God upon it's behalf and see if it does not 
come to pass. I prayed for a certain man to be saved at 
my work. That would be a great and mighty thing. Not to 
long after God opened the door wide open to witness to 
him and at that time I passed on the opportunity. 


4) ...eight times in Nehemiah we find these short 
spontaneous prayers. Short prayers are just as effective 
as long ones. One author writes: "Praying for direction is 
a good habit to have. If we prayed more before we spoke, 
we might make less mistakes." 
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1) Ephesians 3:20-21 Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen. 


